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HE OBJECT OF
the Meridian ex-

pedition was to
strike the roads in-

land, so to paralyze
the rebel forces
that we could take
from the defense of
the
Eiver the equiva-
lent of a corps of
20,000 men, to be

used in the next Georgia campaign ; and
this was actually done. At the same
time, I wanted to destroy Gen. Forrest,
who, with an irregular force of cavalry,
was constantly threatening Memphis and
the river above, as well as our routes of
supply in Middle Tennessee. In this
we failed utterly, because Gen. W. Sooy
Smith did not fulfill his orders, which
were clear and specific, as contained in
my letter of instructions to him of Jan.
27, at Memphis, and my personal ex-

planations to him at the same time. In-

stead of starting at the date ordered,
Feb. 1, he did not Iqave Memphis till
the 11th, waiting for Waring's Brigade,
that was ice-bou- nd near Columbus, Ky.;
and then, when he did start, he allowed
Gen, Forrest to head him off and to
defeat him with an inferior force, near
West Point, below Okalona, on the
iTobile & Ohio Railroad.

We waited at Meridian till the 20th
to hear from Gen. Smith, but hearing
nothing whatever, and having utterly
destroyed the railroads in and around
that junction, I ordered
to move back slowly toward Canton.
With Winslow's cavalry and Hurlbut's
infantry I turned north to Marion, and
inence to a place called "Union," whence
I dispatched the cavalry farther north,
to and Louisville, to feel as
it were for Gen. Smith, and then turned
all the infantry columns toward Canton,
Miss. On the 26th we all reached
Canton, but,we had not heard a word
of Gen. Smith, nor was it until some
time after (at Vicksburg) that I learned
the whole truth of "Gen. Smith's move-
ment an3"of his failure. Of course I
did not and could not approve of
his conduct, and I know that he yet
chafes under the censure. I had set
eo much store on his part of the pro-
ject that I was and so
reported officially to Gen. Grant Gen.
Smith never regained my confidence as
a soldier, though I still regard him as a
most gentleman and a skill-
ful engineer. Since the close of the war
he ha3 appealed to me to relieve him of
that censure, but I could not do it, be-

cause it would falsify history.
Having assembled all my troops in

and about Canton, on the 27th of Feb-
ruary I left them under the command
of the senior Hurlbut,
with orders to remain till about the 3d
of March, and then to come into Vicks-
burg leisurely; and, escorted by Wins-low- 's

cavalry, I rode into Vicksburg on
the last day of February. There I found
letters from Gen. Grant, at Nashville,
and Gen. Banks, at Kew Orleans, con-
cerning his (Gen. Banks's) projected
movement up Bed River. I was au-
thorized by the former to contribute aid
to Gen. Banks for a limited time ; but
Gen. Grant insisted on my returning in
person to my own command about
Huntsville, Ala., as soon as possible, to
prepare for the Spring campaign.

YETEEAKXZXKG THE BEGI3IESTS.
About this time we were much em-

barrassed by a General Order of the
War promising a 30-da- ys

furlough to all soldiers who would vet-
eranize viz, re-enli- st for the rest of the
war. This was a judicious and wise
measure, because it doubtless secured the
services of a very large portion of the
men who had almost completed a three-year- s'

enlistment, and-wer- e therefore vet-
eran soldiers in feeling and in habit. But
to furlough so many of our men at that
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instant of time was like disbanding an
army in the very midst of battle.

In order to come to a perfect under-
standing with Gen. Banks, I took the
steamer Diana and ran down to New
Orleans to see him. Among the many
letters which I found in Vicksburg on
ray return from Meridian was one from
Capt D. F. Boyd, of Louisiana, written
from the jail in Natchez, telling me that
he was a prisoner of war in our hands;
had been captured in Louisiana by some
of our scouts, and

v
he bespoke my

friendly assistance. Boyd "was Pro-
fessor of Ancient Languages at the
Louisiana Seminary of Learning during
my administration in 1859-'6- 0; was
an accomplished scholar, of moderate
views in politics, but, being a Virginian,
was drawn, like all others of his kind,
into the vortex of the rebellion by the
events of 1861, which broke up colleges
and everything at the South. Natchez,
at this time, was in my command, and
was held by a strong division, commanded
by Brig.-Ge- n. J. W. Dividson. In .the
Diana we stopped at 'Natchez, and I
made a hasty inspection of the place. I
sent for Boyd, who was in good health,
but quite dirty, and begged me to take
him out of prison and to effect his ex-
change. I receipted for him; took him
along with me to New Orleans ; offered
him money, which he declined : allowed
him to go free in the city ; and obtained I

irom jen. Uanks a promise to effect his
exchange, which was afterward done.
Boyd is now my legitimate successor in
Louisiana, viz. President of the Louis-
iana University, which is the present
title of what had been the Seminary of
Learning. After the war was over,
Boyd went back to Alexandria, reor-
ganized the old institution, which I visited
in 1866 ; but the building was burnt
down by an accident or by an incendiary
about 1868, and the institution was then
removed to Baton Rouge, where it now

Pouter'
is, under its new title of the University
of Louisiana,

We reached New Orleans on the 2d
of March. I found Gen. Banks, with
his wife and daughter, living in a good
house, and he explained to me fully the
position and strength of his troopsand
his plans of action for the approaching
campaign. I dined with him, and, rough
as I was just out ofLthe woods at-

tended that night a very pleasant party
at the house of a lady, whose name I
cannot recall, but who is now the wife of
Capt. Arnold, 5th TJ. S. Art At this
party were also Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Howe.

I found

JTEW OBLEANS MUCH CHANGED
Eince I had been familiar with it in 1853
and in 1860-'6- 1. It was full of officers
and soldiers. Among the former were
Gen. T. W. Sherman, who had lost a leg
at Port Hudson, and Gen. Charles P.
Stone, whom I knew so well in California,
and who is now in the Egyptian service as
Chief of Staff. The bulk of Gen. Banks's
army was about Opelousas, under com-
mand of Gen. Franklin, ready to move
on Alexandria. Gen. Banks seemed to
be all ready, but intended to delay his
departure a few days to assist in the in-

auguration of a civil government for
Louisiana, under Gov. Halm. In La-
fayette Square I saw the arrangements
of scaffolding for the fireworks and
benches for the audience. Gen. Banks
urged me to remain over the 4th of
March, to participate in the ceremonies,
which he explained would include tba
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performance of the "Anvil Chorus" by
all the bands of his army, and during
the performance the church bells were
to be rung, and cannons were to be fired
by electricity. I regarded all such cere-

monies as out of place at a time when it
seemed to me every hour and every
minute were due to the war. Gen.
Banks's movement , however, contem

plated niy sending afoice of 10,000 men
in boats up Bed River from Vicksburg,
and that a junction should occur at
Alexandria by March 17. I therefore
had no time to wait for the grand page-
ant of the 4th of March, but took my
departure from New Orleans in the
Diana the evening of March 3.

THE BED BIVEB CAMPAIGN.

On the next day, March 4, 1 wrote to
Gen. Banks a letter, which was ex-

tremely minute in conveying to him
--how far I felt authorized to go under
my orders from Gen. Grant. At that
time Gen. Grant commanded the Mili
tary Division of the Mississippi, embrac-
ing my own Department of the Tennes-
see and that of Gen. Steele in Arkansas,
but not that of Gen. Banks in Louisiana.
Gen. Banks was acting on his own
powers, or under the instructions of Gen.
Halleck in Washington, and our assist-

ance to him was designed as a loan of
10,000 men for -- a period of 30 days.
The instructions of March 6 to Gen. A.
J. Smith, who commanded this detach-
ment, were full and explicit on this
point. The Diana reached Vicksburg
on the 6th, where I found that the ex-

peditionary army had come in from
Canton. One division of 5,000 men
was made up out of Hurlbut's command,
and placed under Brig.-Ge- n. T. Kilby
Smith, and a similar division was made
out of McPherson's and Hurlbut's troops,
and placed under Brig.-Ge-n. Joseph A
Mower ; the whole commanded by Brig.-Ge-n.

A J. Smith. Gen. Hurlbut, with the
rest of his command, returned to Mem-
phis, and Gen. McPherson remained at
Vicksburg. Gen. A J. Smith's command
was in due season embarked, and pro

ceeded to RedTliver, which it ascended,
convoyed by Admiral Porter's fleet
Gen. Mower's Division was landed near
the outlet of the Atchafalaya, marched
up by land and captured the fort below
Alexandria known as Fort De Bussy,
and the whole fleet then proceeded up to
Alexandria, reaching it on the day ap-

pointed, viz, March 17, where it waited
for the arrival'of Gen. Banks, who, how-

ever, did not tjorae till some days after.
These two divisions participated in the
whole of Gen. Banks's unfortunate Bed
River expedition, and were delayed so
long up Red River, and subsequently on
the Mississippi, that they did not share
with their comrades the successes and
glories of the Atlanta campaign, for
which I had designed them ; and, indeed,
they did not join our army till just in
time to assist Gen. George H. Thomas to
defeat Gen. Hood before Nashville, on
the 15th and 16th of December, 1864.

Gen.. Grant's letter of instructions,
which ,as brought me by Gen. Butter-fiel- d,

who had followed me to New Or-

leans, enjoined on me, after concluding
with Gen. Banks the details for his Bed
River expedition, to make all necessary
arrangements for furloughing the men
entitled to that privilege, and to hurry
back to the army at Huntsville, Ala.

Fleet.
I accordingly gave the necessary orders
to Gen. McPherson, at Vicksburg, and
continued up the river toward Memphis.
On our way we met Capt Badeau, of
Gen. Grant's staff, bearing the following
letter, of March 4, which I answered on
the al 0th, and sent the answer by Gen.
Butterfield, who had accompanied me
up from New Orleans. Copies of both
were also sent to Gen. McPherson, at
Vicksburg.

GEST. GBANT JBOMOTED.

Private.
Nashville, Tknn., March 4, 1864.

DearSherman: Tho bill roviving the grade
of Licutenant-Gcnera- l in tho Army has become
a law, and my name has been sent to tho Sen-
ate for the place.

I now receive orders to report to Washington
immediately, in person, which indicates either
a confirmation or a likelihood of confirmation.
I start in the morning to comply with the order,
but I shall say very distinctly on my arrival
there that I shall accept no appointment which
will require me to make that city mv Head- -
quarters. This, however, is not what I started
out to write about.

While I have been eminently successful in
this war, in at least gaining the confidence of
the public, no one feels more than 1 how much
of this sneeess is duo to the energy, skill, and
the harmonious pntting forth of that energy
and skill, of those whom it has been my good
fortune to have occupying subordinate posi-
tions nnder me.

There are many officers to whom these re-
marks are applicable to a greater or lessdegree,
proportionate to their ability as soldiers; but
what I wast is to express my thanks to yon and
McPherson, as the' men to whom, above all
others, I feel indebted for whatever I have had of
success. How far your advice and suggestions
have been of assistance, yon know. How faryonr execution of whatever has been given yon
to de entitles you to the reward lam receiving,
yoo cannot know u well as I da I feel all the
gratitude this letter would express, living itmi juiMuag construction.

The ward ytwi ut in the final, uttiiUg it ft
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for McPherson also. I should write to him,
and will some day, but, starting in tho morn
in, I do not know that I will find time just
now. Your friend,

U. S. Gkant, Mujor-Genera- l.

GEN. SHEMIAU'S BETTER,

Private and conidential.
Near Memphis, March 10, 1861

Gen. Grant.
Deae General; I have yonr more than

kind and characteristic letter of the 4tb, and
will send a copy of it to Gen. McPherson at
once.

Yon do yourself injustice and ns too much
honor in assigning to ns so largo a share of the
merits which have led to yonr high advance-
ment. I know you approve the friendship I
havo ever professed to yon, and will permit mo
to contiune as heretofore to manifest it on all
proper occasions.

You are now Washington's legitimate succes-so- r,

and occupy a position of almost dangerous
olevation; but if you can continue as hereto-
fore to be yoursolf, simplo, honest, and unpre-
tending, yon will onjoy through lifo tho respect
and love of friends, and the homage of millions
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of human beings who will award to you a large
sbaro for securing to them and thoir descend-
ants a Government of Taw and stability.

I repeat, yon do Gen. McPherson and myself
too much honor. At Belmont yon manifested
your traits, neither of us being near; ntDonel-so- n

also yon illustrated your whole character.
I was not near, and Gen. McPherson in too
subordinate a capacity to influence you.
' Until you had won Donelson, I confess I was
almost cowed by the terrible array of anarchi-
cal elements that presented themselves at every
point; but that victory admitted the ray of
light which I have followed ever since

I believe you are &3 brave, patriotic, and just
as the great prototype Washington; as unself-
ish, kind-hearte- d, and honest as a man should
bo ; but the chief characteristic in your nature
is the simplo faith in success you have always
manifested, which I can liken to nothing else
than the faith a Christian has in his Savior.

This faith gave you victory at Shiloh and
Vicksburg; also, when you have completed
your best preparations, you go into battle with-
out hesitation, as at Chattanooga no doubts,
no reserve; and I tell yon that it was this that
mado us act with confidence.' I knew wherevor
I was that you thought of me, and if I got in a
tight place you would come if alivo. '

My only points of doubt were as to yonr
knowledge of grand strategy, and of books of

.science and history; but I confess your com
mon-sens- e seems to have supplied ail this.

Now as to the future. Do'iiot stay in Wash-
ington. Halleck is better qualified than you
are to stnnd-th- e bullets of iutriguo and policy.
Come out West; take to yourself the whole
Mississippi Valley; let us make it dead suro,
and I tell you tho Atlantic SIopo and Pacific
shores will follow its destiny as sure as tho
limbs of a tree li ve or dio with the main trunk !

Wo bavo done much; still much remains to bo
done. Time and time's influences are all with
ns; we could almost afford to sit still and let
these influences work. Even in tho seceded
States your word now would go further than a
President's proclamation, or an act of Congress.

ior boa's sake ami lor your country's sake,
come out of Washington! I foretold to Gen.
Halleck, before he left Corinth, the inevitable
result to him, and I now exhort you to come
out West. Hero lies the scat of the coming
empire; and from tho West, when our task is
done, wo will mako short work of Charleston
and Bicbmoud, and tho impoverished coast of
tho Atlantic. Your sincere friend,

W. T. Sherman.
GEN. SHEKSTANt PJROMOTED.

We reached - on thd 13th,
where I remained some days, but on the
14th of March received from Gen.
Grant a dispatch, to hurry to Nashville
in person by the 17th, if possible. Dis-
posing of all matters then pending, I
took a steamboat to Cairo, the cars
thence to Louisville and
reaching that place on the 17th of
March, 1864.

I found Gen. (rant there. He had
been to and back, and was
ordered to return East to command all
the Armies of theTJmited States, and

the Army of the Potomac. I
was to succeed him in command of the
Military Division of the

the of the Ohio,
vuiuuenunu, Tennessee, ana Arkansas.
Gen. Grant wag, ocourse, very busy in
winding up alt niatters of business, in

'his command to me, and in
for' what s manifest would

be the great and closing of
our civil war. Mrs. J6frant and some of
their children were yith him, and occu-
pied a large house in which
was used as an office, and

combined.
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On tie 18th of March I had issued

orders assuming command of the Mili-

tary Division of the Mississippi, and was

seated in the office, when the General
came in and said they were about to
present him a sword, inviting me to
come and see the ceremony. I went back
into what was the dining-roo- m of the
house. On the table lay a rosewood box,
containing a sword, sash, spurs, eta, and
round about the table were grouped-Mrs- .

Grant, Nelly, and one or two of the boys.

I was introduced to a large, corpulent
gentleman, as the Mayor, and another
citizen, who had come down from Galena
to make this presentation of a sword
to their fellow-townsma- n. I think that
Rawlins, Bowers, Badeau, and one or
more of Gen. Grant's personal staff, were
present The Mayor rose, and in tho
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Kiver Campaign.
I most dignified way read a finished speech

to Gen. Grant, who stood, as usual, very
awkwa'rdly ; and the Mayor closed fiis
speech by handing him the resolutions of
the City Council engrossed on parchment,
with a broad ribbon and large seal at-

tached. After the Mayor had fulfilled
his office so well, Gen. Grant said :

" Mr. Mayor, as I knew that this cere-

mony was to occur, and as I am not used
to speaking, I have written something in
reply."

He then began to fumble in his pock-
ets, first his breast coat-pocke- t, then his
pants, vest, etc., and after considerable
delay he pulled out a crumpled piece of
common yellow cartndge-pape- r, which
he handed to the Mayor." His whole
manner was awkward in the extreme,
yet perfectly characteristic and in strong
contrast with the elegant parchment
and speech of the Mayor. When
read, however, the substance of his
answer was most excellent, short, con-
cise, and if it had been delivered by
word of mouth would have been all that
the occasion required.

I COULD NOT HELP LAUGHING

at a scene so characteristic of the man
who then stood prominent before the
country, and to whom all had turned as
the only one qualified to guide the Na-
tion in a war that had become painfully
critical.

With copies of the few Iettersreferred
to, and which seem necessary to illus-
trate the subject-matter- , I close this
chapter.
Headq'ks Department op the Tennessee, ")

Steamer Diana (under weigh),
March 4, 1864. J

Maj.-Ge- n. N. P. Banks, commanding Depart-
ment of the Gulf, New Orleans.

General: I had the honor to receive yonr
letter of the 2d instant yesterday at New Or-
leans, but was urniblo to answer, except verb-
ally, and I now reduce it to writing.

I will arrive at Vicksburg the 6th Instant,
and I expect to meet there my command from
Canton, out of which I will select two divis-
ions of about ten thousand men, embark them
nnder n good commander, and order him :

1st. To rendezvous at the mouth" of Bed
Eivor, and, in concert with Admiral Porter (if
lie agree;, to striKe Harrisonburg a bard blow.

2d. To return to Red Eivcr and ascend it,
aiming to reach Alexandria on the 17th of
March to report to yon.

3d. That, as this command is designed to
operate by water, it will not be encumbered
with much land transportation, say, two
wagous to a regiment, but with an ample sup-
ply of stores, including mortars and heavy
rifled gnns, to bo used against fortified places.

4tb. That I have calculated, and so reported
to Gen. Grant, that this detachment of his forces
in no event is to go beyond Shreveport, and that
you will spare them the moment yon can, try-
ing to get them back to the' Mississippi Eiver
in 30 days from the time they actually enter
Bed Eiver,

The year Is wearing away fast, and I would
like to carry to Gen. Grant at Huntsville. Ala..
every man of bis military division, as early in
April as possible, for I am inre we ought to
move from the base of the Tennessee Biver to
the south before the season is too far advanced,
say, as early as April 15 next.

I feel certain of yonr complete success, Pro-
vided yon make the concentration in time, to
assure which I will see in person to tba embar-katio- n

and dispatch of aay qnota, and I will
(Continued aecen4 ffage)
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Story of .the Confederate Defense of

Fort Wagner.

CLASH OF AEMS.

Night of Evacuation Finally
Arrives.

SUGGESTIVE LESSON.

Features of a Peculiar Engi-

neering Situation.

BY JAMES U. HAEOLD, LIEUTENANT, 1ST 2.
T. ENG., PLAINFfELD, 2f. J.

(Continutd from last w7i)
N THE FED-er-al

1 BA side it had been
arranged that the
brigade of Gen.
Strong wa3 to lead.
This composed Col.
Shaw's 54th Mass.
and Col. Chatfield's
6th Conn., with a

'I llTfprravRjEKIiMrnlllll battalion of the 7th
I lllllll

Conn.,the3dN.H.,
48thN.T.,9thMe.
and 76th Pa., sup-
ported by Col. Put-nam- 's

Brigade,
which included one
New Hampshire,

one New York and two Ohio regiments ;
Brig.-Ge- n. Truman Seymour command-
ing.

The sun had almost reached the hori-
zon when these regiments were formed
on the beach to the rear of their bat-

teries in columns of eight companies,
closed at half distance, the 6th Conn, to
lead and attack the southeast salient
angle of the fort ; the 48th N. Y. to pass
along the sea front and, facing inward,
to attack there ; the other regiments to
charge the south front, extending inward
toward the marsh on the left, while the
54th Mass., colored volunteers, 1,000
strong, splendidly drilled andaccoutered,
was given the honor of a position in ad-

vance of all.
There seems to have been no question

whatever among the Federals as to the
success of the assault. They fondly fan-
cied that the guns of Fort Wagner had
been effectually silenced : that the gar
rison was feeble and demoralized ; that
all they had to do was to make one
rapid advance, and the fact was accom-
plished. "We'll sleep in that 'battered
earthwork to-nigh- t" And so manv a
poor fellow did a ghastly and mys-
terious slumber in which the unbreath-in-g

warrior "dreams of battlefields no
morei

As sunset faded and twilight deepened
into night the Federal bombardment on
land and sea suddenly and completely

I

ceased. A great calm ensued, but it was
quiet, portentous and terrible. It seemed
as if the heart of Nature stood still, awed
by a prescience of the impending and
fearful catastrophe.

Gradually the smoke of the cannon-
ade, swathed about the fort for hours,
so far lifted that the enemy was seen
debouching from their first parallel and
advancing over the narrow approach be-

tween it and the fort; then from bomb-
proof and sand-hill- s the garrison quickly

-- gathered along the ramparts. Field-piec- es

were ranged ; the artillerists double-s-

hotted their guns. On rushed the
Federals at a double-quic-k, saluted by
simultaneous outbreak of hotshot, an im-
placable, concentrated fire from Sumter,
Gregg, and James Island.

Conspicuous in the van came the un-
fortunate Massachusetts men, under CoL
Shaw. A portion followed him over the
ditch and planted their flag on the ram-
parts. The Colonel was shot and in-
stantly killed. The others could not

"Ceies for Help and Watee.'
endure the sight of that gaping ditch
or the revolting sensation of winged
metal viciously near. They broke, and,
under the influence of panic, blundered
first upon the 9th Me., and afterwards
upon the 76th Pa., partially destroying
the organization of both.

In startling contrast, across the narrow
and fatal stretch before the fort, every
inch of which was swept By a hurricane
of fire, the 6th Conn., Col. John Chat-fiel- d,

charged with such nndanted reso-
lution upon the southeast salient that
they succeeded in capturing it. For
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three hours they were penned in, no
support daring to follow them.

Grimly they held on to the salient
they had taken. Ectreat was next im
impossible.

An eye-witne-ss describes the scenes
'A section of the Charleston Volunteers

vainly endeavored to dislodge them,
THEY WERE EEPUL3ED,

and their Captain (Eyan) killed ; "bn1

the enemy wa3 at this time retreating
from all parts of the field. The sharp
fire of grape and musketry hissed ovel
the faces of the salient until the 31st
Ga., who had just reached the island
charged over the south scarp, and two
companies of the Charleston Battalion!
deployed along ihe western face, when
the 6th Conn., convinced that the gam
was up, sensibly surrendered.

"The history of the war, rife with de
perate conflicts, can show no more ter
rific strife than this. It was in mora
than one particular a battle of the giants
Of the overwhelming character of the
Federal defeat there cannot be a shadow
of a doubt. Four thousand of the enemy
had been dashed against our impregna
ble earthwork, and when reformed
within their lines only about 1,000 an-
swered to their names. Their com-

mander, Gen. Strong, was wounded unto
death; Cols. Chatfield, Putnam, and
Shaw lay dead within our lines.

"Blood, mud, water, brains, and human
hair matted together, men lying in every
possible attitude, with every conceivable
expression on their countenances, their
limbs bent into unnatural shapes by the
fall of 20 or 30 feet, the features rigid
and Istretched as if they had clutched
at the earth to save themselves; pale,
beseeching faces looking from

Among the ghastly cospsis,
with moans and cries for help and water
and dying gasps and death struggles"

On Sunday the wounded were re-
moved, the dead buried ; of the latter
800 mangled bodies were interred neat
theN beach. Negotiations for the ex?
change of prisoners followed, and tba
27th ofJuly was appointed the day.

While the exchange of prisonn
progressed, Gen. Taliaferro, holding i
council with his officers, decided that
the place was no longer tenable.

But there was one officer there who,
knowing the fort and its tremendot
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capabilities far better than others, sinca.
from the first spadeful of sand thrown
up he had seen it grow to completion,
shared not the general feeling of un-
certainty.

He manned the gig of the Gist Guard
artillery, of which he wa3 Captain,
sought Gen. Eipley's Charleston Head

quarters, and after an interview with
that plucky commander returned to
Fort Wagner with orders that the fort
should be held.

Thus observes Maj. Gilchrist: " Inci-
dentally through the personal efforts of
Capt E. C. Chichister Fort Wagner, in
fact Charleston itself, wa3 saved at that
date from falling into the enemy's handsL

It became evident to the Federals that
Fort Wagner was not to be taken by
assault ; thenceforth the method of siege
by regular approach and bombardment
was resorted to. Every facility existed
for this undermining kind of work.

" Fort Sumter had been practically
annihilated, and protected by their
ironclads on the ocean flank, and im-

penetrable marshes on the left, with only
the guns on James Island, two miles
away, to ineffectually oppose them, their
parallels were established one after
another, until the very sallyport of
Fort Wagner had almost been reached.

"Life upon Morris Island resolved
itself into

OBSTINATE ENDUBANCE.

Morning, noon and night the fortseemed
the center of a perfect inferno. Sea bat-
teries and land batteries belched their
venom against it, water was scarce, and
the food, often, spoiled in transit, scarcely
eatable. Of sleep there was none. Howi
with the everlasting crash of artillery
was the thing possible? Every day
added to the list of killed and wounded.
Explosions not infrequently occurred in
the besiegers advance ranks.

" But there was a limit to mortal en
durance. The different commands hacf
to he relieved at'various intervals; and
what greater proof can be had of their
courage and devotion than that, with
personal knowledge of the dangerous
and loathsome nature of the service, the
same commands returned time and time
again with full ranks and a greater
spirit to resist as the struggle grew more
intense.

" Early in September it became ap-
parent that the end was near. For
fifty-seve- n days Fort Wagntr had
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